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17 October 2007
SCHOOLCHILDREN TURN OVER A NEW LEAF WITH INTERNATIONAL AUTHOR
Wild about reading at Newtownabbey’s Carnmoney Hill
International author and storyteller Liz Weir today led local schoolchildren on a magical, literary journey at the Woodland Trust’s Carnmoney Hill.  The reading put the finishing touches to a tree-planting packed morning, putting both nature and literature under the spotlight.  This is one of a series of events taking place right throughout the UK, as part of the Summer Reading Challenge. 

Run by the Reading Agency, the Summer Reading Challenge encourages children throughout the UK to get reading, and has been running in libraries throughout July and August – every parent’s godsend!  This year, nature and the environment are at the heart of the Challenge, aptly entitled the Big Wild Read.
The Big Wild Read is supporting the Woodland Trust’s Tree For All campaign - the largest ever children’s tree-planting initiative the UK has ever seen, with a target to plant 12 million trees. Children taking part in the Big Wild Read are helping to reach that target, as each book they read earns ‘tree tokens’ which go towards the planting of thousands of new trees.  In Northern Ireland, Carnmoney Hill, land made available by Newtownabbey Borough Council, is set to benefit.     
The well-loved children’s author Liz Weir captured the imagination of children from Abbots Cross Primary with a reading from one of her latest books.  Liz says: “I set my story Tony and Holly’s Big Adventure in Glenariff Forest Park.  I think it’s so important that local children value the wonderful woodland we have here in Northern Ireland and grow up determined to preserve it.”
Patrick Cregg, the Woodland Trust’s operations director, adds:  “We’re delighted to give children the chance to plant trees through Tree For All and the Big Wild Read, and pleased that Carnmoney Hill has been chosen as one of the associated woods.  The children will hopefully be moved already by the books which they’ve enjoyed over the summer; now is our chance to inspire them further by the act of planting trees.”
The Big Wild Read is also linked to BBC’s Breathing Places campaign, a partnership between the BBC and conservation organisations that connects people with nature in an enjoyable way.  The campaign will be calling on everyone to plant a tree this winter. 
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Tony and Holly’s Big Adventure:  
Is one of a set of five stimulating stories, by the author Liz Weir, which embrace the Northern Ireland Thinking Skills & Personal Capabilities Framework.  The story tells of two young cousins, Tony and Holly, who get lost in the forest and need to find their way back before dark.
Breathing Places and BBC Vision Learning:

Breathing Places is a ground breaking collaboration between the BBC and leading wildlife and conservation organisations that connects people with nature in an enjoyable way. The BBC Breathing Places initiative sits within the BBC Vision Learning section of the BBC and has been running since 2005. 

BBC Vision Learning projects work with broadcast programmes and take these from being passively consumed on TV to actively engaging the public with the programmes. 

BBC Breathing Places works with a number of broadcast partners – like Springwatch, Autumnwatch, CBBC and CBeebies – and external partners (environmental organisations, charities, etc) – to engage people with nature. 

Visit www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces 
The Reading Agency

The Reading Agency is an independent reading development agency, a charity, funded by Arts Council England. It works mainly with public libraries to achieve its vision of a society in which everyone has free, democratic access to reading. The charity’s main areas of work are policy, research, advocacy, national partnerships and national programmes like the Summer Reading ChallengeTM – all with an emphasis on innovation.

The Woodland Trust: The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading woodland conservation charity.  It has 300,000 members and supporters.  The Trust has four key aims: i) No further loss of ancient woodland; ii) Restoring and improving the biodiversity of woods; iii) Increasing new native woodland; iv) Increasing people’s understanding and enjoyment of woodland.

Established in 1972, the Woodland Trust now has over 1,000 sites in its care covering approximately 20,000 hectares (50,000 acres).  Access to its sites is free.  Further news can be found at www.woodland-trust.org.uk
Here in Northern Ireland the Woodland Trust cares for 52 woods.  These woods contain a mix of newly created community woodland, mature woodland and ancient woodland (land continuously wooded since 1600).  
(more)
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