Report Heading | Information this includes

Communication
(taking account
of Language and
Literacy)

Using Mathematics
(taking account of
Mathematics and
Numeracy)

Using ICT

Thinking Skills and

Personal Capabilities

e Managing
Information

e Thinking,
Problem-Solving
and Decision-
Making

¢ Being Creative

e Working with
Others

e Self-Management

The Arts

The World Around
Us

Personal
Development
and Mutual
Understanding

Physical Education/
Physical
Development and
Movement

Focus for
Development

Interests and
Strengths

Describes your child’s ability to convey
information and ideas appropriately and
creatively in English.

This includes talking and listening, reading and
writing as well as non-verbal communication
and the use of information and communication
technologies (ICT).

Describes your child’s ability to apply
mathematical concepts, processes and
understanding appropriately in a variety of
contexts across the curriculum.

Describes your child’s ability to handle and
communicate information, solve problems, and
pose questions through the use of information
and communication technologies (ICT) in a
variety of contexts across the curriculum.

Describes your child’s ability to search for
meaning, apply ideas, analyse patterns and
relationships, create and design something
new, and monitor and evaluate progress.

Describes your child’s progress in Art and
Design, Drama and Music.

Describes your child’s progress in Science and
Technology, Geography and History.

Describes your child’s progress in becoming a
confident, independent and responsible citizen
who is able to make informed and responsible
choices and decisions throughout his or her life.

This area focuses on encouraging each child to
lead a healthy, safe and fulfilled life.

Describes your child’s physical development,
health and well-being.

Presents short, specific targets that allow you
and your child’s teacher to work together to
help your child learn and develop.

Describes your child’s interests, successes,
talents and strengths that have not been
addressed in other areas of the Annual Report.

What if my child has special educational
needs?

Most children with special educational needs will
receive an Annual Report similar to the one outlined.

If your child has SLD or PMLD, they may be reported on
using different headings.

Can the Annual Report be used for selection
at post-primary level?

No. The Annual Report cannot be used for this purpose.
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How can I get
More Information?

Latest information is available from the InCAS &
Annual Report section of www.nicurriculum.org.uk

Additional information about INCAS is available
from www.incasproject.org
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Information for Parents of
Children in Primary Schools

InCAS, Parent Meetings
and the Annual Report



The Department of Education sets certain
requirements for assessing your child and
reporting to you. These are called statutory
arrangements.

They include the use of the Interactive
Computerised Assessment System (InCAS] for
certain year groups, a parent meeting and the
Annual Report.

Primary schools in Northern Ireland have been
gradually introducing the InCAS arrangements
since 2007.

Some parents may already be familiar with
these arrangements. However, for those who
are not they are explained in this leaflet.

The steps involved are outlined below:

During the autumn term, if your child is in Year 4, 5, 6 or 7
they will complete InCAS for Reading and General Maths.
These may be taken in English or Irish. The outcomes will
be reported to you in writing during the autumn term.

Parent Meeting

If your child is in Year 4, 5, 6 or 7, you will be invited to
a meeting with your child’s teacher during the autumn
term.

If your child is in Year 1, 2 or 3, it is general practice that
you will be offered a parent meeting at a time during the
school year chosen by the school to suit the learning and
teaching that is taking place.

Annual Report

Before the end of the school year, you will receive an
Annual Report with headings that match the Northern
Ireland Curriculum for whichever year group your child
isin.

More about

InCAS

InCAS is a computer-based assessment where the first
question is selected according to your child’s age. Further
questions then depend on how your child responds. If they
answer correctly, the questions will become more difficult
and if they answer incorrectly, they become easier.

This means that INCAS adapts to the ability of your child,
helping to identify strengths and areas for improvement
so that the teaching and learning the teacher plans meets
your child’s needs.

What will the InCAS results look like?

InCAS will produce a Reading Age and a General Maths
Age for your child.

For example, your child may be 9 years old but have an
InCAS Reading Age of 11 years. This means that their
reading ability is the same level that INCAS would expect
from an 11-year-old child in Northern Ireland.

Are InCAS the only assessments children now
do in school?
No. Teachers will continue to assess your child

throughout the school year using a range of methods such
as marking classwork, homework, tests and observations.

However, InCAS is the only assessment that must be
completed and reported to you in writing in the autumn
term.

What if my child has special educational
needs?

Most children with special educational needs will have to
complete InCAS.

Only those with severe (SLD) or profound and multiple
(PMLD] learning difficulties are exempt.

Can the INnCAS results be used for selection at
post-primary level?
No. InCAS results will not be used in this way.

They are for school use only.

More about the
Parent Meeting

What will be different this year?

If your child is in Year 4, 5, 6 or 7, you will be invited to
a parent meeting during the autumn term. You will be
given information about your child’s progress across
the curriculum.

The teacher will also discuss the outcomes of your
child’'s InCAS assessments for Reading and General
Maths, what these results mean for your child and how
their learning can be supported both in school and at
home.

What if my child has special educational
needs?

If your child has special educational needs and is in
Year 4, 5, 6 or 7, you will be invited to a parent meeting
during the autumn term. The teacher will discuss your
child’s progress across the curriculum and the plans
which are in place to support their future development.

If your child has taken the InCAS assessments, the
teacher will also discuss the outcomes of these
assessments.

More about the

Annual Report

The Annual Report will give you information about your
child’s progress during the year and identify any areas
for improvement. The content is explained overleaf.
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