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Taste and See

Summary

CCEA work with post-primary schools (secondary, grammar and special),
and area based colleges throughout Northern Ireland to offer Taste

and See days or ‘sampler days’ for Year 9 pupils at the local colleges.
CCEA coordinate with schools and colleges, planning and overseeing the
events in May and June of the summer term. The aim of the events is to
expose pupils to opportunities for life and work in an age appropriate
environment. The feedback from the evaluations is very positive from the
pupil, teacher, school and college viewpoint.

Links with the Northern Ireland Curriculum

CCEA Taste and See is closely mapped to the Northern Ireland Curriculum at
Key Stage 3 through Learning for Life and Work (LLW) (see Appendix 1) and the
Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities (referred to in legislation as ‘Other
Skills'). (See Appendix 2)

This area of curriculum is aimed at better preparing pupils for working and
adult life.

Rationale

The initial thinking behind CCEA Taste and See was to give school pupils

a sample of various sectors of work and focused mainly on the Education for
Employability strand of LLW. It soon became evident that Taste and See
supports all areas of LLW - Personal Development (enhancing self-awareness,
developing skills and strategies to improve own learning); Local & Global
Citizenship (diversity and inclusion); Home Economics (exploring independent
living), in addition to Education for Employability. The aim of Taste and See
is not to try to get pupils to make a career or vocational choice at Year 9 but
rather to expose our young people to the sectors and opportunities that exist,
to open their minds and allow them to enjoy a multi-sensory experience of a
variety of sectors in an age appropriate environment. The local area based
colleges are the ideal venues for such experiences, providing safe and multi-
disciplinary environments that very closely simulate the world of work.

It is appropriate that the Taste and See endeavour is aimed at Year 9 pupils
who are mature enough to engage safely in ‘hands-on’ experiences, yet young
enough to have no predisposed ideas as to what they might ‘like” or ‘not like’
and have not yet written off areas or options as opportunities for life. By May/
June most Year 10 pupils will have already made their subject choices for
Year 11 and it is, therefore, not appropriate to work with this year group.
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Colleges and schools involved in CCEA Taste and See 2010

In May and June 2010, 76 schools and 3,369 Year 9 pupils were involved in Taste
and See events. (See Appendix 3)

Four of the area based colleges were involved.

Belfast Metropolitan College
North West College

South West Regional College
Southern Regional College

P W0 =

Northern Regional College and South Eastern Regional College were unable to
be involved in 2010 due to construction works at key campuses.

Typical Taster Sessions

Taste and See sessions were offered in:
e Beauty Therapy
e Brickwork

e Built Environment

e Catering

e Ceramics
e Child Care
e CAD/CAM

e Car body repairs

e Car Valeting

e Computing
e Digital Technology

e Engineering
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e Fashion Design

e Forensic Science

e Hairdressing

e Horticulture
e Interior Design

e Joinery

e Journalism

e Media Studies

e Motor Vehicle
Studies

e Painting
e Photo Shop

e Plastering

e Plumbing
e Retailing

e Salon treatments

e Sports Studies

e Textiles

e Tiling
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CCEA Representatives

CCEA representatives who organised, coordinated and attended the Taste
and See events, ensured that schools and colleges were provided with
appropriate information to allow the events to run smoothly and efficiently and
for the pupils to enjoy the Taste and See experience.

Information was given to colleges regarding the schools interested in
participating, possible suitable dates, preferred options and typical activities for
lecturers to use with the Year 9 pupils.

Information was given to schools regarding the events and how they relate to
the curriculum, subject choices, health and safety and practicalities regarding

clothing, catering and supervising.

The feedback from the pupils was very positive and was obtained through
completed pupil questionnaires.

(See Appendix 4 - Pupil quotes).
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Appendix 1

Learning for Life and Work (LLW) is a statutory requirement in the Northern
Ireland Curriculum. It comprises of four strands:

Personal Development;

Home Economics;

Local and Global Citizenship; and
Education for Employability.

The tables below provide the minimum content for Learning for Life and Work
at Key Stage 3:
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Appendix 2

Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities:

(a)  Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision Making
(b)  Self Management

(c)  Working With Others

(d)  Managing Information

(e)  Being Creative

The Education (Other Skills) Order (Northern Ireland) 2007
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Appendix 3

Belfast Metropolitan College

Venue School

Millfield Campus e Belfast Royal Academy,

¢ Royal Belfast Academical Institution
e St Joseph’s College

e St Malachy’s College

Castlereagh Campus Ashfield Boys” High School

Grosvenor Grammar School

Our Lady & St Patrick’s College Knock
Wellington College

North West Regional College NWRC

Venue School

Strabane e Holy Cross College

e Knockavoe School & Resource Centre
e Strabane High School

Derry Belmont House

Foyle View School

(Springtown, Strand Town, Lisneal College

Northside, Christ Church) Lumen Christi College
Oakgrove Integrated College

St Brigid’s College, Derry

St Cecilia’s College, Derry

St Columb’s College, Derry

St Joseph’s Boys’ School, Derry
St Patrick’s & St Brigid’s College, Derry
St Peter’s High School, Derry
Thornhill College

Limavady Limavady Grammar School
Limavady High School
(Greystone, Main Campus]) Rossmar School

St Mary’s High School, Limavady
St Patrick’s College, Dungiven
St Paul's College, Kilrea
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South West Regional College

Dungannon Aughnacloy College
Cookstown High School

Main Campus Drumglass High School
Holy Trinity College, Cookstown
Integrated College Dungannon
St Joseph'’s College, Dungannon
St Patrick’s College, Dungannon

Omagh Arvalee School & Resource Centre
Dean Maguirc College

Main Campus Drumragh Integrated College
Fivemiletown College
Loreto Grammar School
Omagh High School
Sacred Heart College
St Ciaran’s College, Ballygawley

St John's Business & Enterprise College,
Dromore

Enniskillen Collegiate Grammar School
Devenish College

Fermanagh College, Skills Erne Integrated College

Centre Erne School
Lisnaskea High School
Portoro Royal School
St Aidan’s High School
St Comhghall's College, Lisnaskea
St Eugene’s College, Roslea
St Fanchea’s College, Enniskillen
St Joseph’s College, Enniskillen
St Mary’s College, Irvinestown
St Mary’s High School, Brollagh
St Michael's College, Enniskillen




Southern Regional College

Newry & Greenbank

East and West Campuses,
Greenbank Campus

Craigavon

Portadown and Lurgan
Campuses

Armagh

Lisanally Campus,
Lonsdale Campus, Station
Road Campus

Newbridge Integrated College

Newry High School

St Joseph’s Boys' High School, Newry
St Joseph’s High School, Crossmaglen
St Mark’s High School, Warrenpoint
St Mary’s High School, Newry

St Paul's High School, Bessbrook

Dromore High School
Drumcree College

Lismore Comprehensive School
St Mary’s High School, Lurgan

City of Armagh High School
Lisanally Special school
Markethill High School

St Brigid’'s High School, Armagh
St Catherine’s College, Armagh
St Patrick’s High School, Keady
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Appendix 4

Typical Pupil Quotes from CCEA Taste and See Events

“I liked plumbing the best because you got to work with copper pipes and the
machines were deadly. | really enjoyed today very much.”
Omagh High School

“I liked the way we got involved a lot. | especially liked the beauty as we got to
experiment on our friends.”
Fivemiletown College

“l enjoyed everything! | thank all the staff for the opportunity!”
Loreto Grammar School

“I enjoyed the way you could take part.”
St Ciaran’s College

“The first workshop sparked an interest in working with cars. | enjoyed listening
to the men and taking part in fixing parts of cars.”
Sacred Heart College

“Loved today!”
Arvalee School and Resource Centre

“I liked it because it was fun and we learned a lot about putting foods together.”
St John's Business and Enterprise College

“I liked using the machines and | would like to see more.”
Drumragh College

“I love putting down bricks and | was brilliant making my frame.”
St Paul's High School, Bessbrook

“The brickwork was harder than it looked.”
R.B.A.I.

“It was a very fun day and got me thinking about my future.”
Ashfield Boys” High School

“It was an enjoyable day and good to see what opportunities you have ahead of
you.”
Grosvenor Grammar School

“It was very interesting and fun to take part in. It broadened my ideas of what
career to pursue. ‘Forensic Science’ was my favourite.”
Our Lady and St Patrick’s College

“The ‘Beauty’ was fun and the ‘Sport’ was unreal. Today was great.”
Newry High School

15
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“It was really fun and | wish it lasted longer. It was great and a really enjoyable
trip.”
St Mary’s High School, Limavady

“I wish we had more time. The Hairdressing should have been longer as | really
enjoyed it!”
St Mary’s High School, Lurgan

“I enjoyed it because we made a guitar CD rack.”.
St Joseph’s College, Dungannon

“I liked wiring the electrics.”
Portora Royal School

“Engineering was good.”
Lumen Christi College

“I learned how to make a new meal...”
Limavady Grammar School

“I liked the way it was all practical sessions and you could get stuck in!”
St Patrick’s High School, Keady

‘A very tiring but enjoyable day!”
Newry High School

“It was very enjoyable as we got to make things with clay and | had great fun.”
Dromore High School

“Our visit to Springtown was good, especially as we got to take wheels off a car.”
St Peter’s High School

“l enjoyed making a mask in ‘Ceramics’.”
Foyleview School

“It was good working as a team with my friends.”
Limavady Grammar School

“l was interested in cooking before | went and now | am even more. It was
exciting to watch a professional chef cook me food and he has cooked for many
celebrities.”

Thornhill College
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