
 

 

 

Money Event Case Study 
 

Ulidia Integrated College Money Week: 

Good Money Management 
Target group: Year 10 

 

The mathematics department organised Money Week with the aim of raising 

Year 10 pupils’ awareness of real-life financial issues. At the start of the week, 

a representative of the Ulster Bank gave a presentation on the importance of 

managing your finances effectively. The pupils also took part in a Dragons’ 

Den day and a money management quiz.  

School Context 

Ulidia Integrated College is a coeducational post-primary school with 540 

pupils aged 11–18 years. It is situated in the centre of Carrickfergus. 

 

During Money Week, all departments held financial capability lessons for Year 

10 pupils. The week focused on enhancing the children’s understanding of 

financial matters as an essential skill for life and on developing numeracy 

across the curriculum. Developing financial capability is prioritised in the 

school development plan.  

Planning 

The numeracy co-ordinator met with the curriculum team to discuss extending 

financial capability beyond the mathematics department. We felt that 

delivering financial capability could act as a driver for developing numeracy 
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across the rest of the curriculum. 

 

Following this meeting, the numeracy co-ordinator met with all subject co-

ordinators to discuss opportunities for developing financial capability. The 

numeracy co-ordinator emphasised the importance of making pupils more 

financially astute and demonstrated that delivering financial capability would 

allow numeracy to develop within each subject.  

We decided to target Year 10 because they were mature enough to tackle the 

issues surrounding finance. Staff were then given time to develop the 

lesson(s) that they would deliver during Money Week. 

 

The CCEA assigned a development officer to the school to help with planning 

and resource development. The development officer spent time with the 

teachers looking at what would be needed during the week – such as rooms, 

staff and funding for prizes. We also had a meeting with the Ulster Bank to 

consider how they could be involved during the week.  

 

Overview of Activities  

The following section provides an overview of the activities carried out by the 

Year 10 pupils throughout Money Week. We hope it will provide a starting 

point for schools planning their own event.  

 

Whole-school activities 

A representative of the Ulster Bank set out the programme for Money Week. 

She spoke about the importance of managing finances effectively and how to 

achieve this with help from financial institutions, such as banks and credit 

unions. The pupils then had the chance to ask questions.  

 

We devoted entire days to both the money management quiz and the main 

event: the Dragons’ Den activity. For the Dragons’ Den activity, we divided the 

Final Edit 26/11/10 



pupils into teams and allocated them some of the key roles required within a 

business (financial controller, marketing director, catering manager, project 

manager). Throughout the day, the teams worked on a business plan for a 

coffee shop. We assigned each team a business advisor/mentor to help them 

develop the plan. At the end of the day, the teams presented their ideas to a 

panel of judges made up of staff from the Ulster Bank. (For more detail on this 

activity, see the Activity Insight section.)  

 

Over the rest of the week, the pupils engaged in money- and finance-themed 

lessons during their normal timetabled classes.  

English with Media Education  

The pupils examined the financial implications of a traditional Shakespearean 

staging of Romeo and Juliet compared to a modern adaptation, focusing on 

the various costs involved. 

Home Economics 

The pupils researched the actual cost of making a fruit brûlée dessert for a 

family of four. They then compared their costs with the price charged for the 

same dish in a supermarket. The pupils also made the dessert, which 

involved measuring and weighing the ingredients.  

Geography 

Pupils looked at planning a family trip to South Africa for the 2010 World Cup 

on a limited budget. They considered the various methods of travel they could 

use, the type and quality of hotel they could stay in and the cost of entry to the 

various matches. 

Music 

Pupils examined the various instruments used by African tribespeople to 

make music. They then compared the cost of these musical instruments with 

those used by the pupils in the school. This exercise demonstrated that 

making music doesn’t need to cost the earth. The children then made some 

musical instruments; working in groups, they composed a short piece of music 
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that they performed for the rest of the class. 

History  

Pupils investigated the history of money, starting with bartering. They played a 

bartering game and discussed why and how financial notes and coins 

developed over the centuries. 

Information and Communication Technology  

Pupils produced a budget spreadsheet to help them manage their daily 

spending. They also used the internet to compare the various methods of 

non-cash payment that are available – for example debit cards, credit cards 

and store cards.  

Science 

Pupils considered energy wastage in a typical home and examined the 

various ways in which energy could be saved. They also calculated the time 

taken to pay back the cost of these energy-saving measures. Each pupil then 

displayed their findings in the form of a poster, which we displayed in the 

school reception area. 

Religious Education 

Pupils explored the ‘love of money’ by examining the parable of the rich young 

man. They discussed the parable and placed it in a modern context. Pupils 

then explored the many ‘loves’ that people can have and how society seems 

to place such a high value on material worth and financial well-being. 

Mathematics with Financial Capability 

Pupils considered the factors influencing the cost of car insurance in Northern 

Ireland. They used government statistics to research the number of deaths 

and serious injuries on our roads, and they identified why insurance 

companies charge various age groups different rates.  

Modern Languages 

Pupils designed a flyer for a supermarket in Northern Ireland, with prices in 
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sterling, and another for a supermarket in France, with prices in euros. The 

flyers featured the prices of commonly bought goods such as milk and cheese 

in both countries. They found the prices for the items by searching on the 

internet and in their own local stores. They then used the current exchange 

rate to calculate whether it would be cheaper to buy each item in Northern 

Ireland or France.    

Art and Design 

Pupils examined the various currencies used by countries around the world. 

As well as looking at layout and use of colour, shading, etc., they studied the 

use of national symbols (such as animals), figures from history and heads of 

state. The pupils then designed their own currency to represent themselves, 

their families or even the school.  

Physical Education (with employability) 

Pupils explored the various salaries sports industry employees earn. They 

considered a variety of careers, from sports stars operating at the top of their 

disciplines (such as Premier League footballers and tennis stars) to those 

lower down the scale (such as doctors, physiotherapists and sales assistants 

in sporting goods stores). They presented this information as graphs and 

charts, and discussed the differences in salary scales in further detail. 

Activity Insight  

In this section, we examine two activities in greater detail. 

Activity A: Dragons’ Den 

This was the main event of the Money Week programme. We divided the Year 

10 pupils into teams and allocated them some of the key roles required within 

a business (financial controller, marketing director, catering manager, project 

manager). These roles had been determined during a previous mathematics 

lesson, which identified their respective strengths. Throughout the day, they 

developed a business plan for a coffee shop. We assigned each team a 

business advisor/mentor to help them develop the plan.  
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The first part of the day looked at how companies pick names and logos. 

Pupils then considered their customer base, the location and style of the shop 

and how they would market the shop to the public. They had to think about 

how they would spend their budget. Then they had to plan a catering and 

promotional event to attract the public. 

 

At the end of the day, the teams presented their ideas to a panel of six judges 

from the Ulster Bank. The panel asked each team a series of questions about 

why they thought their business would succeed and how they would sustain it. 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 

 plan and budget for an event; and 

 communicate and present to a wide range of audiences. 

 

Resources 

 computer suite and access to the MoneySense for School online 

resource 

 presentation paper and pens 

 three rooms and the assembly hall 

 prizes. 

 

Activity reflection  

The pupils really enjoyed the day. They had the chance to work across form 

groups with pupils they would not normally work with. It was a great 

opportunity for them to develop teamwork and presentation skills. The event 

not only targeted financial capability but also addressed many of the thinking 

skills and personal capabilities required by the curriculum. 
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Activity B: Romeo and Juliet (English with Media Education)  

The pupils examined the financial implications of staging a traditional 

Shakespearean production of Romeo and Juliet compared with a modern 

adaptation.  

 

They investigated the various financial aspects of the venture, such as actors’ 

wages, booking locations, advertising, and designing and producing 

costumes. They also discussed the national minimum wage with reference to 

the cost of making the costumes.  

 

They presented their ideas to the rest of the class and had to justify their 

choices. We recorded the presentations on video, which added an extra 

element of excitement and focus.  

 

Next year we will develop this project into a thematic unit, with the English, 

drama, music, and art and design departments collaborating to put on a full 

stage performance. The pupils will be in charge of the various production 

costs and also the front-of-house arrangements. 

 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to: 

 plan and budget for an event; and 

 justify their spending choices and decisions.  

 

Resources 

 the internet, to look up prices and the current minimum wage at 

different age levels 

 presentation paper, pens and colouring pencils. 

 

Activity reflection 

The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the lessons and learned a lot about the 

statutory minimum wage for various age groups. They all really engaged in 
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the activities and worked co-operatively. 
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Overall Evaluation  

Money Week was a great success. Pupils enjoyed the lessons and learned a 

lot from them. They particularly enjoyed the Dragons’ Den day, where they 

looked at budgeting and how to set up their own businesses. It was 

encouraging to see how they adapted to working together in teams and 

communicated effectively with each other.  

 

The week was also a fantastic way of developing numeracy across the 

curriculum and getting departments from throughout the school to work 

together on a collective theme. The contribution of the Ulster Bank staff was 

greatly appreciated, and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed working with them.  

Comments / Quotes 

“This area is hugely important. I wish it were something I had the opportunity 

to study as a pupil.” Mr D. Barnard (subject coordinator for ICT) 

 

“The lessons were a huge success and seemed to generate interest from 

other pupils in other classes – they are now looking forward to doing it next 

year.” Mrs S. Patterson (subject coordinator for geography) 
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