
Money Event Case Study 

 

Brooklands Primary School Money Week  

Target group: whole school (Years 1–7) 

 

Our Money Week took place in May 2010. We recognised that our pupils 

needed to understand the concept of money and deal with day-to-day money 

management issues and responsibilities that come with making financial 

decisions. We identified a Money Week as a way of achieving these aims.  

School Context 

Brooklands Primary School is a controlled primary school in Dundonald, 

County Down. It has an enrolment of 460 pupils and a nursery unit. There are 

three classes per year group. 
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Planning 

 

Training 

CCEA’s Financial Capability team delivered a half-day training session to all 

class teachers in the spring term. This training allowed staff to gain a greater 

understanding of the rationale behind financial capability and also experience 

some financial capability activities first hand. The staff responded with great 

enthusiasm and agreed to organise a Money Week in the summer term. 

Existing practice 

In preparation for Money Week, class teachers did an audit of their current 

teaching of money and personal finance. The results of these audits suggested 

that the majority of money lessons focused primarily on the ability to recognise 

coins or calculations involving money. 

Curricular areas 

A key focus of our school development plan is to develop the Thinking Skills 

and Personal Capabilities area of the curriculum, with particular reference to 

mathematics. A week of money-related activities enabled us to address this 

aspect of our development plan.  

Roles and responsibilities 

Three members of staff (one each from Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 and 

Key Stage 2) took part in a planning day, where we considered the available 

resources and planned the activities for each year group. We allocated each 

class teacher approximately one hour to familiarise themselves with these 

activities, make any alterations and create resources. Staff appreciated this 

approach because it did not add greatly to their workload. We sent parents a 

letter one week before Money Week, outlining the thinking behind teaching 

personal finance. We also sent them a copy of the Primary Parents’ Guide to 

My Money (www.mymoneyonline.org/downloads/Primary_Parent_Guide.pdf). 
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Overview of Activities 

The following table provides an overview of the activities carried out by 

individual classes throughout Money Week. We hope it will provide a starting 

point for schools planning their own event.  

 

The following abbreviations are used: 

 ABL: activity-based learning;  

 ICT: Information and Communication Technology;  

 L&L: Language and Literacy; 

 M&N: Mathematics and Numeracy; 

 PDMU: Personal Development and Mutual Understanding; 

 RE: Religious Education; 

 TSPC: Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities; and 

 WAU: the World Around Us.



 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Whole-school 

events/ 

activities 

Assembly to launch 

Money Week. Start 

saving 1p coins for ‘Path 

of Pennies’ activity on 

Friday. 

Launch whole-school 

competitions.  

 Bun sale in aid of zoo 

sponsorship of 

meerkat and penguin 

(organised by Year 4 

and Year 5 classes).  

Assembly: Bible 

story ‘The 

Widow’s Mite’ 

(Mark 12: 41–44). 

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground 

(proceeds to Asra 

Hawariat school).  

Year 1: 

Party 

planning 

L&L: Nursery rhymes 

and songs with money 

themes, for example 

‘Five Currant Buns’.  

Oxford Reading Tree 

story, The Toys’ Party. 

Discuss what Kipper 

used to make the cake.  

M&N: Explore a 

variety of magnetic 

coins and then identify 

1p coins.  

L&L: Make a shopping 

list and set up a table-

top shop. 

M&N: Match 

coins to their 

values.  

WAU: Make buns 

for class sale.  

ABL: Set up 

garden centre in 

home corner.  

M&N: Play mental 

maths games with 1p 

coins, for example 

counting penny 

drops, selling 

balloons for 1p each. 

WAU: Decorate buns 

for class sale.  

 

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground.  

M&N: Hold 1p 

bun sale in the 

Year 1 classroom.  
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 2: 

Saving 

(Class reward 

scheme: 

pupils earn 

pennies for 

good 

behaviour and 

exchange 

them for a 

reward on 

Friday.)  

Art/WAU: Design and 

make money boxes.  

L&L: Revisit the story of 

‘Jack and the 

Beanstalk’.  

ABL/M&N: Create a 

class shop, for example 

an ice-cream parlour, 

seaside shop or 

supermarket (whole-

week activity).  

ABL/M&N: Make 

shopping lists and use 

1p, 2p and 5p coins to 

buy items.  

L&L: Read ‘The Jolly 

Postman’. 

WAU: Postcard 

from Jack – 

having fun but not 

much money left.  

PDMU: 

Needs/wants – 

sorting activity, for 

example water, 

toys, food, 

sweets.  

PDMU: What would 

you buy if you had 

lots of money? What 

could you do for free?

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground. 

RE: ‘The Lost 

Coin’ (Luke 15: 

8–10).  

PDMU: Exchange 

money in money 

boxes for reward.  
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 3:  

Spending  

 

L&L: Read Mr Men book 

Mr Mean. Discuss what 

we should spend money 

on.  

PDMU: Needs/wants 

worksheet from My 

Money Primary Toolkit 

(www.pfeg.org/documen

t.rm?id=470). See 

Activity B. 

Art: Design and create 

coins using clay.  

L&L: Read story ‘Little 

Red Riding Hood 

Goes Shopping’ from 

My Money Primary 

Toolkit (page 14–15) 

and discuss 

(www.pfeg.org/docum

ent.rm?id=468). 

L&L: Read ‘Lost!’ 

from My Money 

Primary Toolkit 

and complete 

sequencing 

activity 

(www.pfeg.org/do

cument.rm?id=46

8). 

M&N: Cheap or 

expensive? The 

value of money.  

M&N: ‘Animal Grids’ 

game from Making 

Sense of Money 

(msom@thechildrens

mutual.co.uk). 

Art: Coin rubbings.  

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground.  

M&N: Spending 

pocket money 

activity – who 

should spend 

what? 

ABL: Visit shop in 

the playroom and 

buy required 

items.  
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 4: 

Earning 

money  

L&L: Read ‘The Elves 

and the Shoemaker’ and 

act out key scenes.  

PDMU: Making money 

decision cards (whole-

week activity).  

Art: Design £5, £10 and 

£20 notes for use with 

the ‘Wendy’s Taxi’ game 

from My Money Primary 

Toolkit 

(www.pfeg.org/documen

t.rm?id=471). 

 

M&N: ‘Let’s Go 

Shopping’ from My 

Money Primary Toolkit 

(www.pfeg.org/docum

ent.rm?id=470). 

L&L: Read Horrid 

Henry Gets Rich 

Quick.  

M&N/ ICT: Nationwide 

Education Counting on 

Money, 4–7. Read 

‘Rena and Jay’ story 

and play the 

interactive coin game.  

M&N: ‘Collection 

Tin’ game from 

My Money 

Primary Toolkit 

(www.pfeg.org/do

cument.rm?id=47

0). 

Preparation for 

bun sale: practice 

giving change 

from 50p/£1. 

Organise bun sale.  

M&N: Play money 

bingo.  

‘Sponsored Walk’ 

game from Making 

Sense of Money 

(msom@thechildrens

mutual.co.uk). 

 

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground. 

M&N: Play 

‘Wendy’s Taxi’ 

game from My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit 

(www.pfeg.org/do

cument.rm?id=47

1). 

ABL: Visit shop in 

play room and 

buy required 

items.  

Final Edit 26/11/10 

http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=471
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=471
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=470
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=470
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=470
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=470
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=470
mailto:msom@thechildrensmutual.co.uk
mailto:msom@thechildrensmutual.co.uk
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=471
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=471
http://www.pfeg.org/document.rm?id=471


 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 5: 

Charity/ 

Fairtrade 

L&L: Read Down the 

Pan from On the Money 

storybook.  

PDMU: Fair/unfair 

scenarios from 

Thematic Unit: Years 6  

and 7, ‘Fair Enough?’ 

Art: Design posters to 

advertise bun sale. 

M&N: ‘Money Target 

Board’ challenges 5 

and 7 (SEELB). 

WAU: Visiting speaker 

from Traidcraft.  

Art: Design poster 

advertising Fairtrade 

products.  

L&L: Create a 

Fairtrade 

storyboard.  

WAU: Make top 

hats for bun sale 

using Fairtrade 

chocolate.  

M&N: Consider 

cost of materials 

and potential 

profit from selling 

buns. 

Organise bun sale. 

ICT: ‘Shopping 

Spree’ games, ‘Mega 

Money’ grid from 

Primary Games – 

Teaching Money.  

BBC Schools’ 

website Frank Does 

Fair Trade: ‘The 

Wrong Trainers’ 

(www.bbc.co.uk/scho

ols/citizenx/internat/gl

obal/animation.shtml)

. 

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground. 

WAU: Visit to 

supermarket. Are 

we prepared to 

pay the price for 

Fairtrade 

products? 

Fairtrade taste 

test.  

PDMU: ‘Fairtrade 

Footballs’ video 

(Teachers’ TV). 
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 6: 

Needs and 

wants 

 

 

L&L: Read No Change 

from On the Money 

storybook.  

PDMU: Needs/wants 

activity (UNICEF) – rank 

cards and discuss 

importance 

(www.unicef.org.uk/tz/re

sources/resource_item.

asp?id=35). 

 

M&N: ‘Dream and 

Spend’ – furnish ideal 

home using 

catalogues, spending 

up to £2000 (SEELB).  

Homework: ‘Money 

and Me’ questionnaire 

from Thematic Unit: 

Years 6 and 7, ‘Money 

Wise’.  

Follow-up 

discussion from 

homework. 

Art: Create 

collage from 

magazines and 

catalogues to 

represent needs 

and wants. 

M&N/PDMU: Pocket 

money problem. If 

you asked your 

parents to give you 

1p a week but then 

doubled the amount 

each week, when 

would they say 

‘stop’? 

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground. 

L&L: Writing –

‘Things Money 

Can’t Buy’.  

M&N/ICT: 

Primary Games –

‘Teaching 

Money’.  
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7: 

Holidays 

 

 

L&L: Read Funny 

Money from On the 

Money storybook and 

discuss.  

PDMU: Watch ‘Spend or 

Save’ video from My 

Money Week 2010.  

Homework: ‘Money and 

Me’ questionnaire from 

Thematic Unit: Years 6 

and 7, ‘Money Wise’. 

M&N/ICT: ‘Holiday 

Extras’ spreadsheet 

(CCEA ICT 

Accreditation). 

TSPC: ‘Count the 

Cost’ clue cards 

challenge (SEELB). 

L&L/PDMU: Money 

‘Thunks’ from The 

Little Book of Thunks: 

260 Questions to 

Make Your Brain Go 

Ouch! by Ian Gilbert. 

L&L: Create a 

glossary of 

financial terms. 

WAU: Make buns 

for bun sale.  

M&N: Consider 

the cost of 

materials and 

potential profit 

from selling buns. 

 

M&N: Foreign 

currency – exchange 

rates against the 

dollar or the euro.  

L&L/Art: Design a 

pound menu for a 

café, giving prices in 

different currencies 

(‘Money Event: Café 

International’). See 

Activity A. 

Lay path of 

pennies in the 

playground. 

M&N: ‘Currency 

Conversions 

Graph’ game 

(SEELB). 

‘Fun Days’ – find 

best value for 

money at 

fairground (from 

Talk Money, Talk 

Solutions). 



Activity Insight 

In this section, we examine two activities from the ‘overview of activities’ table 

in greater detail. 

Activity A: Café international (Year 7) 

After examining a variety of notes and coins from different parts of the world, 

we talked about our experiences of using money abroad. We explored how 

money can be exchanged in a foreign country based on current exchange 

rates. Pupils then worked in groups to design a lunch menu for a café, in 

which all the prices were multiples of £1. The children then chose the country 

in which they would like to eat their meal. Once they had decided on the price 

to charge per item (in £1s), they converted the prices into their chosen 

currency. 

 

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning to: 

 understand money and how it is exchanged;  

 recognise other forms of money and appreciate that different countries 

use different notes and coins (such as dollars and euros); and  

 understand how exchange rates work.  

 

Resources:  

 ‘Money Event’: Activity 10 

 real examples of foreign currency 

 calculators 

 currency exchange worksheet (designed by class teacher) 

 card, coloured paper, glue and scissors 

 sample menus.  

 

Activity reflection 

The children thoroughly enjoyed this activity, particularly designing the menu. 
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Many chose it as their highlight of Money Week. All children were engaged 

and there was some excellent discussion work. The children achieved their 

success criteria and asked to do more activities like this in the future. 

Activity B: Needs and wants (Year 3) 

After we discussed needs and wants and what we need to survive, children 

imagined that they were on a desert island. In groups, they listed their 

requirements. They categorised their answers under three headings: ‘most 

important’, ‘important’ and ‘least important’.  

Learning intentions   

Children were learning to: 

 understand the difference between needs and wants; and   

 consider how we use money for different purposes.  

Resources 

 My Money Primary Toolkit: Year 2, Unit 1, ‘Understanding My Money’ – 

teachers’ notes and resource sheet 

 colouring pencils, scissors and glue 

 individual whiteboards and pens. 

Activity reflection 

The introduction to this activity prompted a great deal of discussion, so the 

development and plenary sessions had to be left until the following day. The 

children were engaged and enthusiastic throughout, and the mixed-ability 

pairings encouraged everyone to participate. Removing the captions from the 

resource sheet allowed more able children to discuss and create their own 

captions.  

Overall Evaluation  

The objective of our Money Week was to help children develop their 

understanding of money in a fun and engaging way. By the end of the week, 
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we felt that the children were beginning to think about day-to-day money 

management issues and the importance of planning for the future. We had 

also raised awareness of the impact of money and personal finance decisions 

on the family and the wider community. 

 

The event was well received across the Key Stages, and the activities that we 

chose seemed to appeal to both boys and girls. Many of the activities allowed 

teachers to employ different active learning and teaching strategies.  

 

Tying in Money Week with our annual bun sale provided a focus for many of 

our activities, and gave everyone the opportunity to handle some real cash.  

 

One week after Money Week, we had our follow-up inspection visit. The 

reporting inspector stated that this had been a very worthwhile event and an 

excellent way to promote connected learning. 

The future 

Feedback from teachers indicated that our Money Week was highly 

successful and, while we may make some alterations to the activities, we 

would like to make it an annual event. 

Comments / Quotes 

“I thought Money Week would just be boring maths and sums but it wasn’t. It 

was fun!” Year 7 pupil 

 

“Money Week was fantastic and fun! I learned how hard it is to save money.” 

Year 7 pupil 
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