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The entire school undertook a week of personal money management activities with the aim of 
developing pupils’ financial capability.  
The entire school undertook a week of personal money management activities with the aim of 
developing pupils’ financial capability.  

Our objectives were for pupils to: Our objectives were for pupils to: 

 learn about the importance of sound financial decision-making;  learn about the importance of sound financial decision-making; 
 learn about the importance of getting value for money when buying goods and services;  learn about the importance of getting value for money when buying goods and services; 
 challenge their social and ethical judgements when making decisions about money; and  challenge their social and ethical judgements when making decisions about money; and 
 learn about the importance of saving money for a later date.   learn about the importance of saving money for a later date.  

 

School Context  

Belmont House School caters for around 500 young people with moderate learning difficulties (MLD) 
in the Foyle area. The event required the same amount of planning and organising as any large school 
event. We wanted to ensure that the week ran smoothly and that our pupils got the most out of the 
experience.  

 

Planning 

Training 
Following an interactive and highly successful training day with the CCEA Financial Capability team in 
August 2009, we decided to organise our own Money Week. 

Existing practice 
An initial audit concluded that several subjects were already incorporating personal money management 
activities into lessons. 

Roles and responsibilities  
At an initial meeting with the Financial Capability team, we presented our ideas and approaches and 
they outlined the support that would be available.  We selected a core team of teachers who would 
contribute to the planning of the event. We also nominated an event co-ordinator, who would be the 
main point of contact between the school and the Financial Capability team. The core team wrote an 
action plan and invited feedback from other staff members. The plan outlined the key aims and 
objectives of the event, as well as the curriculum areas and staff who would be involved. The core team 
drew up a timetable for pupils and staff, and distributed it to all staff. They also devised a post-event 
pupil evaluation sheet to inform future planning. At the many of the core team meetings, members 
planned the events and delegated individuals to follow up action points. Any teachers who were 
involved in the week but not included in the planning team were kept up to date at departmental 
meetings. They had the opportunity to offer ideas and suggestions at this point. 
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Overview of Activities 
The following table provides an overview of the activities carried out by individual classes throughout Money Week. We hope it will provide a 
starting point for schools planning their own event.  

The following abbreviations are used to indicate areas of learning: 
 D&T: Design and Technology; 
 ICT: Information and Communication Technology; and 
 LLW: Learning for Life and Work. 

  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Year 

7 
Money-themed assembly: 
introduction to the week’s 
activities.  

Drama: ‘Children in the 
crossfire’ (drama 
company). Drama 
workshop on ethical 
spending. 

 

 

D&T: Comparing 
shop-bought and 
home-made 
valentine cards. 

 

Science: ‘Power up’ 
resource, encouraging 
pupils to conserve 
electricity. (Refer to MLD 
Thematic Unit: Energy 
Exploration.) 

ICT: Video conferencing 
with Year 9 and the 
school principal to discuss 
how they spend their 
money. 

 

Talk from local credit 
union about the services 
they provide and the 
importance of saving. 

Maths: Play-trail activity 
(for details, see Activity 
A). 

Visit to the local bowling 
alley. Focus on money 
management skills. 
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http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/inclusion_and_sen/sld/responding_responsibly/energy_exploration.pdf
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/inclusion_and_sen/sld/responding_responsibly/energy_exploration.pdf


 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Year 

8 
Money-themed assembly.  

Maths: Magic money 
activity (for details, see 
Activity B). 

Home economics: 
Wheaten bread activity 
(baking, pricing, 
marketing and selling a 
product). 

Maths: Play-trail 
activity (for details, 
see Activity A). 

Art: Designing a 
coin. Pupils look at a 
variety of coins and 
design one for 
Belmont House 
School. 

LLW: CCEA 
resource The 
Developing World. 

Science: ‘Power up’ 
resource.  

Drama: ‘Children in the 
crossfire’. 

 

 

LLW: MoneySense 
resource Bank On It . 

Talk from local credit 
union. 

Maths: Booklet compiled 
from thematic unit 
Money Matters (Years 3 
and 4).  

Visit to the local bowling 
alley.  

 

Year  
9 

Money-themed assembly.  

Maths: Shopping activity. 
Comparing the cost of a 
typical shopping list in a 
range of shops (for 
example Lidl, Sainsbury’s, 
local shop). 

D&T: Comparing shop-
bought and home-made 
valentine cards. 

Drama: ‘Children in 
the crossfire’. 

Art: Designing a 
coin.  

 

Maths: Play-trail activity 
(for details, see Activity 
A). 

Video conferencing with 
Year 7 to discuss how 
they spend their money. 

 

Talk from local credit 
union. 

Home economics: 
Wheaten bread activity. 

Visit to the local bowling 
alley.  

 

Year 
10 

Money-themed assembly.  

Maths: Magic money 
activity (for details, see 
Activity B). 

Maths: Shopping activity.  

LLW: Paper bag 
activity (for details, 
see Activity C). 

Home economics: 
Wheaten bread 
activity. 

Maths: Play-trail activity 
(for details, see Activity 
A). 

Science: ‘Power up’ 
resource.  

 

Art: Designing a coin 
activity.  

Talk from local credit 
union. 

 

Visit to the local bowling 
alley.  
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http://www.moneysense.ulsterbank.co.uk/ub_ms_ni/info/bank_on_it.htm
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key_stages_1_and_2/areas_of_learning/pdmu/livinglearningtogether/year4/yr4_unit5.pdf
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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Year 

11 
Money-themed assembly.  

LLW: Paper bag activity 
(for details, see Activity 
C). 

 

 

Visit from North-
west Organics to talk 
about pricing for 
organically grown 
produce. 

Art: Designing a 
coin. 

Maths: Retailing. All 
classes engaged in 
running the ‘Gifts Are 
Us’ shop for the 
afternoon. 

Maths: Play-trail activity 
(for details, see Activity 
A).  

Talk from local credit 
union. 

 

Visit to the local bowling 
alley.  

 

Year 
12 

 

Money-themed assembly.  

LLW: Paper bag activity 
(for details, see Activity 
C). 

Drama: ‘Children in the 
crossfire’. 

 

 Maths: Play-trail activity 
(for details, see Activity 
A).  

Science: ‘Power up’ 
resource.  

Home economics: 
Wheaten bread activity.  

Maths: Magic money 
activity (for details, see 
Activity B). 

Talk from local credit 
union. 

Visit to the local bowling 
alley.  
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Activity Insight   
In this section, we examine three activities from the ‘overview of activities’ table in greater 
detail. 

 

Activity A: Play-trail activity 

 Pupils followed a basic orienteering trail around the park. At each post, they were asked to solve a 
simple problem. For example, ‘If I had £1.00 and spent 50p, how much would I have left?’. 

 Upon completion of the orienteering task, they were rewarded with an envelope of pretend money 
(£140). 

 Back in the classroom, pupils could pick whatever products they wanted from an Argos catalogue. 
 Pupils were presented with the scenario of having £140 to live on for a week. They were 

encouraged to think about the cost of rent, utility bills, food and so on (needs), and whether they 
would have much left for luxuries (wants) after paying these expenses.  

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning to: 
 develop map-work skills (geography); 
 develop an awareness that money is earned for a job well done (employability); and 
 realise the importance in making sensible choices when it comes to spending money. 

Resources 

 the services of play advisers from the Pennyburn Playtrail  
 outdoor orienteering trail, with questions at each post 
 compass 
 answer sheet 
 Argos catalogue. 

Activity reflection 

The activity encouraged pupils to work in teams to answers questions and navigate their way around the 
trail. They learned that rewards (pay) can be earned for a job well done, and that the majority of jobs 
involve working with others. Pupils also developed awareness that not all money earned/saved can be 
spent on luxury ‘wants’.  Pupils had to focus their spending on essential items, and through this they 
began to understand the importance of making the correct choices when spending money. 

The feedback about this activity was very positive. We felt that this was one of the most worthwhile 
activities – especially for the Key Stage 4 pupils – because it was very relevant to preparation for living 
independently. The pupils were engaged throughout the activity. They had to work independently 
within small groups and be able to explain the reasons for their choices. In addition, the pupils 
developed their map-reading skills and used their mathematical skills when solving number and money 
problems. 

 

http://www.playtrail.com/
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Activity B: Money magic 

This activity involved sorting, counting and estimating using real coins, as well as rounding to the 
nearest pound. It focused on the practical skills involved in the day-to-day handling of money. We had 
discussions about the value of money, and about how the amount of money we earn will affect our 
standard of living and quality of life. The activity focused on the key elements of economic awareness, 
and local and global citizenship. 

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning to: 
 understand addition and subtraction within the context of money; 
 solve simple word problems involving money; 
 use a spreadsheet to calculate total amounts of money; 
 understand that people have different standards of living in different countries; and 
 understand that there are consequences to having more or less money. 

Resources 

 Money Counts  
 Money Matters (from the SLD LLW Thematic Unit: Responding Responsibly box)  
 jam jars 
 sorting trays  
 selection of real coins, foreign coins and plastic buttons 
 digital camera. 

Activity reflection 

The pupils were engaged and enthusiastic throughout, and their feedback was very positive. The 
children valued the opportunity to use real money in this activity rather than plastic coins. We made 
good use of the Responding Responsibly LLW (SLD) resources. We enjoyed the lessons – especially the 
opportunity to work with the younger pupils, who some of us normally don’t teach. 

Pupils could develop their understanding of addition and subtraction within the context of money. At 
the end of the activity, they were better at solving simple word problems involving money. The pupils 
began to understand that people have different standards of living in different countries and that there 
are consequences to having more or less money. 

 

http://www.beam.co.uk/product_detail.php?dept_id=,41,&prod_id=147
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key_stages_1_and_2/areas_of_learning/pdmu/livinglearningtogether/year4/yr4_unit5.pdf
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/inclusion_and_sen/thematic_units/responding_responsibly.asp
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Activity C: Paper bag activity 

 Participants formed ‘family’ groups and imagined they were paper-bag makers on the streets of 
Kolkata. 

 Each group earned a living making paper bags from old newspapers. 
 They received a payment for every bag they made. 
 Groups made spending decisions about the items they would need for their family. 

Learning intentions  

Pupils were learning to understand: 
 how we earn/get money in the developed world; 
 how we spend money in the developed world; 
 some of the pressures that force children into work; and 
 the pressures of trying to survive in an economy with massive unemployment and no 

governmental financial assistance (such as      Job-Seeker’s Allowance). 

Resources 

 Christian Aid’s primary school Paper Bag Game  
 newspaper 
 glue. 

Activity reflection 

This activity taught pupils about the difference in wealth between the developed world and the 
developing world. It also highlighted the difference between a ‘need’ and a ‘want’.  Pupils learned about 
the government’s responsibility to provide for citizens who are unable to earn their own money. Pupils 
could also develop their ability to work with others.  

The activity was very worthwhile. It helped the children to empathise with the plight of child workers in 
India, and the difficulties facing them on a daily basis because of poverty. It also heightened their 
awareness of how lucky they are to live in a wealthy country, and it gave some insight into the role of 
government in the UK. The pupils found the activity quite a challenge but every class participated fully, 
albeit with a high level of adult support initially. 

 

Overall Evaluation  

The pupils really enjoyed the week, and particularly getting out of the classroom for more hands-on 
learning (for example the shopping and play-trail activities). Teachers also enjoyed the week, and felt 
that our hard work and organisation was worthwhile. Money Week gave some of us the opportunity to 
teach children we don’t normally teach.  

The use of drama was very engaging for the pupils. Having worked alongside the drama company, we 
feel confident about running this activity independently in future, thereby reducing costs.  

All the aims of the week were achieved, and the feedback from the pupils was very positive. Many 
children asked about setting up a regular savings scheme in school to save towards a departmental treat 
(such as the trip to the bowling alley). We felt that the activities would appeal to all age groups in an 
MLD secondary department or Key Stage 3 pupils in a mainstream school. However, it is important to 
consider the varying financial backgrounds of the pupils. 

We are already planning next year’s Money Week. 

 

http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/pbag.aspx
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Comments/Quotes 
“The play-trail activity has been brilliant – really relevant, especially for the older pupils.” Head of Key 
Stage 4 

”We’ll be flat out baking bread all week – the kids have done really well getting orders for wheaten 
bread.” Home economics teacher 

“This has been a really good week; we should do it every week.” Year 10 teacher 

“What a busy week; the pupils are really getting the full experience.” Member of SMT 

“Turn off the light – you’re wasting money!” Year 8 pupil shouting at form teacher as she left the light 
on in the store room! 
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