
Money Event Case Study 

 

Ballymagee Primary School Money Week 

Target group: whole school (Years 1–7) 

 

Our Money Week took place in October 2010. Every class throughout the school 

participated in a range of activities related to financial themes. 

School Context 

Ballymagee Primary School is a relatively new school in Bangor, County Down. It 

has 405 pupils, with two classes per year group. After our mathematics and 

numeracy co-ordinator gained financial capability training, we identified Money 

Week as something that would enhance the development of numeracy skills in our 

school. The curriculum team for mathematics had been focusing on the 

development of problem-solving and investigation skills. They saw a Money Event 

as a way to engage children in meaningful activities in this area. We decided that 

the last week of the first half-term was a good time to run this event: it is a 

consolidation week before the half-term break and a good chance for staff and 

pupils to focus on fresh initiatives. 

Planning 

Training  

Our numeracy co-ordinator gained training in financial capability by participating in 

a focus group. 

 

Our numeracy co-ordinator and head of Foundation and Key Stage 1 took part in a 

training day on Money Event planning. This course was delivered by a member of 

the CCEA Financial Capability team. 
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Existing practice 

While Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 classes had looked at money, the focus 

tended to be on coin recognition and computation, including role-play situations. 

 

Key Stage 2 groups had evaluated a number of financial capability resources, and 

these were already being used in lesson planning. 

Curricular areas 

Money Week was an excellent opportunity to connect all Areas of Learning 

(particularly Maths and Numeracy, Personal Development and Mutual 

Understanding, Language and Literacy, and Information and Communication 

Technology) as well as Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities. 

 

All of the activities had a financial theme, with homework ensuring a good level of 

parental involvement. At the beginning of the week, classes within each Key Stage 

came together for a special assembly; we invited special guests, and a local 

newspaper reported the event. 

Roles and responsibilities 

The Mathematics and Numeracy co-ordinator and head of Key Stage 1 attended a 

one-day course. This allowed them to plan the event and identify possible themes 

and resources for use by particular year groups. 

 

Two further release days allowed the maths co-ordinator and head of Key Stage 1 

to feed information back to teachers. 

Overview of Activities 

The following table provides an overview of the activities carried out by individual 

classes throughout the week. We hope it will provide a starting point for schools 

planning their own event. 

 

Many of these activities are drawn from the following resources:  

 Money Event Book; 

 Thematic Unit (Years 3 and 4): ‘Money at Home’; 
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 Living. Learning. Together (Year 4): ‘Money Matters’; and 

 Thematic Unit (Years 6 and 7): ‘Money Wise’ and ‘Fair Enough?’. 

 

These have been distributed to every primary school in Northern Ireland and are 

also available to download at www.nicurriculum.org.uk/fc  

 

The following abbreviations are used: 

 ICT: Information and Communication Technology; 

 L&L: Language and Literacy;  

 M&N: Mathematics and Numeracy; 

 PDMU: Personal Development and Mutual Understanding; 

 TSPC: Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities; and 

 WAU: World Around Us.

http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/fc


 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Key Stage 

1  

 

Each year group 

identify a theme for 

the week and 

introduce it 

through a story. 

Collect pennies in a 

jar and lay a ‘path of 

pennies’ in the hall on 

Friday. All money 

raised will be donated 

to charity. 

Assembly: Money 

theme to launch the 

week. Introduce Key 

Stage 1 competition: 

make a money 

picture by drawing 

around coins, then   

calculate its value. 

Bible story: Pupils act 

out the parable of the 

talents and explain its 

meaning.  

  Lay path of 

pennies in the 

hall.  

Year 1: 

Party 

planning 

 

L&L: Oxford 

Reading Tree 

story, The Toys’ 

Party. 

M&N: Role play. Buy 

items for toys to take 

to party from 1p shop: 

hats, buns, balloons 

etc. Shop etiquette, 

shopping lists, using 

purses, giving exact 

M&N/ICT: Identify 1p 

coins on interactive 

whiteboard (Primary 

Games Teaching 

Money, 

www.teachingmoney.

co.uk/). 

M&N: Buy 

ingredients for 

Kipper’s cake, all 

costing 1p.  

Shared recording. 

M&N: My Money 

Primary Toolkit 

WAU: Make 

Kipper’s cake. List 

ingredients and 

discuss where we 

could buy them. 

M&N: Tumbling 

towers. In groups, 

M&N: Role play. 

Buy items for 

toys to take to 

party from 1p 

shop.  
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

money. Take turns to 

be the shop keeper. 

My Money Primary 

Toolkit (Foundation) 

page 15: ‘Shopping 

List’ game 

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/mm_pri

mary_toolkit.html). 

M&N: ‘Penny Drops’ 

game. Children close 

their eyes and listen 

as pennies are 

dropped into a plastic 

bowl, counting the 

drops.  

Music: ‘Five Currant 

Buns’. 

(Foundation) page 

15: ‘Shopping’ 

counting rhyme 

(www.pfeg.org/tea

ching_resources/m

m_primary_toolkit.

htm). 

sort a mixture of 

coins and build 

coin towers. 

Year 2: 

Shopping 

and 

saving 

 

L&L: Alexander, 

Who Used to be 

Rich Last Sunday 

by Judith Viorst. 

PDMU: Class 

reward system, 

running all week. 

Groups earn 

pennies for good 

behaviour and 

M&N/PDMU: My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit (Foundation) 

pages 14–17 and 

related worksheets: 

explore what money 

is and how we can 

look after it 

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/mm_pri

M&N: Money bag. 

Identify coins by size 

in feely bag; remove 

all coins except for 

pennies. 

‘Guess My Coin’ 

game. One pupil 

chooses a coin and 

the rest of the class 

ask questions about 

M&N: Shopping 

challenge. Save 

some money when 

shopping in the 

play shop. 

Play: 2p printing in 

play dough. Fill 

containers with 

pennies; which 

holds most/least?  

M&N: Make 

shopping 

catalogue and 

write prices. Count 

and check activity 

in pairs; items 

costing 1p and 2p, 

totals within 10p 

Bible story: ‘The 

Lost Coin’. 

M&N/Art: Make 

penny pictures. 

Work in pairs to 

create a picture 

using pennies. 

Estimate value 

of picture, then 

count and bag 

pennies. Use 

digital camera to 
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

save in piggy 

banks. Exchange 

pennies for treat at 

the end of the 

week. Price list 

displayed in 

classroom.  

mary_toolkit.html). 

M&N: ‘Show Me the 

Pennies’. Use coins 

to show different 

ways to make 

amounts of money up 

to 10p using 1p and 

2p coins. 

it. Pupil gives only 

‘yes’ or ‘no’ answers, 

and the class must 

guess the coin (to 

include 1p, 2p, 5p, 

10p and 20p). 

 

Class 

supermarket: 

finding out the total 

cost of two items 

up to 10p, writing 

bills, giving change 

from 10p.  

 record work. 
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 3: 

Earning 

money  

 

L&L: Horrid Henry 

Gets Rich Quick 

by Francesca 

Simon and Tony 

Ross 

PDMU: Earn 

marbles for good 

behaviour; marbles 

traded for reward 

at end of the week. 

PDMU/M&N:  My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit (Key Stage 1) 

pages 20–23 and 

related worksheets: 

explore where money 

comes from, how we 

can look after it and 

why we need it   

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/mm_pri

mary_toolkit.html).  

WAU: Mind map of 

how and why we earn 

money. 

WAU: Jobs in school. 

Interview secretary 

about money in 

school, use of safe, 

dinner register, bills 

etc. 

TSPC/M&N: Talk 

Money, Talk 

Solutions ‘Making 

Sandwiches’ activity 

(see Activity B). 

Calculate the cost of 

bread and favourite 

fillings using a price 

list drawn up by 

teacher, and consider 

the profit required 

(www.nicurriculum.or

g.uk/microsite/financi

al_capability/tmts/ind

ex.asp). 

WAU/ M&N: Work 

in pairs to produce 

sandwiches; 

package, price and 

sell to school staff. 

M&N: Making 

Sense of Money 

book ‘Saving’ 

game (pages 14–

15; available from 

www.pfeg.org/teac

hing_resources/res

ources/making_se

nse_of_mone.html

).  

M&N: ‘Target 

Money’ game. 

Make specified 

amounts using 

three coins etc. 

ICT: Range of IWB 

resources 

(www.teachingmon

ey.co.uk and 

www.topmarks.co.

uk). 

Nationwide 

Education: Rena 

and Jay storybook 

and games 

(www.nationwidee

ducation.co.uk/fina

nce-

education/personal

/students/04-

07_counting-on-

money/int_rena-

jay-storybook-

v1.php). 

 

Activity-based 

learning: 

money-related 

board games, 

sandwich bar, 

interactive 

whiteboard 

games. 

M&N/ 

technology: 

Design own 

money board 

game using 

template.  
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 4: 

Banks 

and 

saving 

 

 

 

L&L: On the 

Money story: 

Funny Money by 

Alison Prince 

(www.LTScotland.

org.uk/onthemone

y). 

Savings banks on 

tables all week. 

Pupils earn money 

to buy prizes.  

PDMU/M&N: My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit (Key Stage 1) 

pages 36–39 and 

related worksheets: 

‘What Is Saving?’, 

'Thinking About 

Saving Up' resource 

sheet and 'Saving Up' 

game 

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/mm_pri

mary_toolkit.html).  

ICT: Range of IWB 

games 

(www.teachingmoney

.co.uk and 

www.topmarks.co.uk)

.. 

WAU: Visitor talks 

about saving. 

Art: Design own 

credit cards or 

cheque book. Use 

school stamp and 

ideas from 

Nationwide 

factsheets, pupils 7–

11 

(www.nationwideeduc

ation.co.uk).  

 

 

Activity-based 

learning: role play 

– using a bank. 

M&N: Making 

Sense of Money 

‘House to Bank’ 

game (pages 10–

11) (available from 

www.pfeg.org/teac

hing_resources/res

ources/making_se

nse_of_money.htm

l).  

Design own 

banknote (adapted 

from Thematic Unit 

(Years 6 and 7) 

‘Money Wise’ 

activity 14: 

comparing 

currencies). 

M&N: Make 

amounts to £1 

challenge, adding 

up till receipts. 

WAU/ICT: Visitor 

from a bank talks 

about saving. 

Pupils explore 

financial issues 

such as earning, 

spending and 

saving with 

Moneyville game 

(www.moneyville.c

o.uk). 

 

PDMU: Make 

gift cheque book 

for mum/dad; for 

example wash 

dishes, walk 

dog etc. 

PE/M&N: Use 

large cardboard 

coins in hall for 

range of mental 

maths activities 

(such as ‘Kim's 

Game’). Find 

someone with a 

coin double your 

value, get into 

groups to make 

15p, etc. 
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Key Stage 

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year group 

identify a theme for 

the week and 

introduce it 

through a story. 

Competition 1: 

work out the 

meanings of a 

range of money-

related phrases.  

Competition 2: 

Find the most 

valuable money-

related word if 

A = 1p, B = 2p etc. 

Collect pennies in a 

jar throughout the 

week and lay the path 

in the hall on Friday. 

All money will be 

donated to charity. 

Assembly/L&L/ 

drama: Fairtrade 

assembly featuring 

Fabulously Fantastic 

Fairtrade Fred – a 

superhero who talks 

about how we can 

improve life for 

producers in the 

developing world by 

choosing Fairtrade 

products 

(www.cafod.org.uk/pri

mary/fairtrade).  

Money music quiz.  

  Lay path of 

pennies in hall 
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Year 5: 

Charity  

 

L&L: On the 

Money story: 

Down the Pan by 

Theresa Breslin 

(www.LTScotland.

org.uk/onthemone

y).  

PDMU: discuss and 

organise a tabletop 

sale to raise money 

for charity. Children 

to bring in unwanted 

toys to sell to other 

year groups. 

Art: Design poster for 

the tabletop sale. 

M&N: ‘Count the 

Cost’ problem-solving 

activity (SEELB 

maths resource). 

ICT: Interactive 

problem-solving: C2K 

‘Smart Spender’ 

program. 

M&N: Introduce 

range of money 

problems to be 

solved independently 

by end of the week.  

M&N/TSPC: Work in 

groups to organise 

the tabletop sale. Sort 

and price items;  

discuss factors 

affecting the price.   

M&N: tabletop sale 

of unwanted toys. 

Adding up bills, 

negotiating, giving 

change, sorting, 

counting and 

bagging money. 

 

PDMU/M&N: My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit (Key Stage 

2) pages 30–33 

and related 

worksheets.  

Understanding 

how life can be 

different for 

children in other 

countries and how 

the value of money 

varies between 

countries 

(www.pfeg.org/tea

ching_resources/m

m_primary_toolkit.

html). 

L&L: Writing: 

‘Things Money 

Can’t Buy’. 

ICT: Moneyville 

‘Family’ game: 

create a virtual 

family and make 

spending 

choices over the 

year. Try to 

save some 

money for a 

holiday and a 

celebration. 

(www.moneyvill

e.co.uk).  

L&L: School 

money waste 

debate:  

Thematic Unit 

(Years 6 and 7) 

‘Money Wise’ 

activity 2 

(adapted for 

Year 5). 
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
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Year 6: 

Budgeting 

 

L&L: On the 

Money story: No 

Change by 

Jonathan Meres 

(www.LTScotland.

org.uk/onthemone

y).  

PDMU/M&N: My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit (Key Stage 2) 

pages 46–49 and 

related worksheets 

‘Understanding 

Payslips’ and   

‘Managing a Personal 

Budget’ 

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/mm_pri

mary_toolkit.html). 

Art: Collage from 

magazines to 

represent needs and 

wants. 

ICT: Interactive 

problem-solving: 

www.moneyville.org 

‘Get Real’ game.  

M&N: Spending 

Sense resource: 

activity 3, ‘Changing 

Rooms’. In pairs, 

shop from catalogues 

to furnish a bedroom 

within a budget 

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/resourc

es/spending_sense.ht

ml).  

Music/PE: Create a 

dance, making use of 

large cardboard coins 

(Mega Money Pack). 

Thematic Unit 

(Years 6 and 7) 

‘Money Wise’ 

resource A, 

‘Money and Me’ 

worksheet for 

homework 

(www.nicurriculum.

org.uk/key_stages

_1_and_2/connect

ed_learning/thema

tic_units.asp). 

M&N/PDMU: 

Pocket money 

problem. If you ask 

your parents to 

give you 1p a 

week pocket 

money but double 

the amount each 

week, when will 

they say ‘stop’? 

M&N: Thematic 

Unit (Years 3 and 

4) ‘Money at 

Home’: ‘Guess the 

Price’ (activity 11) 

(adapted for Year 

6). Estimate the 

price of a range of 

everyday items. 

Calculate the 

difference between 

estimated and 

actual price. 

Discuss possible 

payment methods 

(www.nicurriculum.

org.uk/key_stages

_1_and_2/connect

ed_learning/thema

tic_units.asp).  

M&N: ‘Path of 

Pennies’ 

activity. How 

many pennies 

laid side by side 

are needed to 

make a path 

1 metre long? 

Or 1 km long? 

What would be 

the value of 

1 km of 

pennies? What 

would happen if 

you found a 

path of £1 

coins? 

L&L: Writing: 

‘Things Money 

Can’t Buy’. 
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 Theme Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 7: 

Fairtrade 

 

L&L: On the 

Money story: 

Charlie Fly and the 

Nice Dream by 

Nicola Morgan 

(www.LTScotland.

org.uk/onthemone

y).  

L&L/PDMU: 

Introduction to the 

concept of Fairtrade 

through ‘Anna’s 

Shop’ activity 

(www.cafod.org.uk/co

ntent/download/9323/

106160/version/2/file/

Anna%s5C%27s+sho

pRU+%28NXPowerLi

te%29.ppt).  

WAU: Visitor from 

Fairtrade charity. 

 

PDMU/M&N: My 

Money Primary 

Toolkit (Key Stage 2) 

pages 54–57 and 

related worksheets. 

‘Is This a Fair 

Choice?’: examining 

fraction of food price 

that is taken by each 

party in the 

production chain 

(www.pfeg.org/teachi

ng_resources/mm_pri

mary_toolkit.html).  

TSPC/CAFOD: 

‘Banana Split’ 

game (see Activity 

A). Consider the 

production of 

bananas and how 

much of the 

purchase price 

goes to each party 

in the production 

chain 

(www.cafod.org.uk

/primary/fairtrade/p

anels/resources-

to-

download/banana-

split-game). 

  

L&L: Writing: 

‘Things Money 

Can’t Buy’. 

M&N/TSPC: 

‘Paper Bag’ 

simulation activity. 

Children work in 

groups to simulate 

paper bag 

manufacturing in 

India. Groups 

exchange bags for 

rupees and try to 

save enough to 

pay for day-to-day 

necessities 

(http://learn.christia

naid.org.uk/YouthL

eaderResources/p

bag.aspx). 

Music: Write 

and perform a 

rap to celebrate 

Money Week 

Art: Design a 

poster to 

encourage 

people to buy 

Fairtrade 

products. 
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http://www.pfeg.org/teaching_resources/mm_primary_toolkit.html
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Activity Insight 

In this section, we examine three activities from the ‘overview of activities’ table in 

greater detail. 

Activity A: ‘Banana Split’ game (Year 7) 

We divided the class into five groups, with six children in each group. We gave 

each group one of the following roles to play in the production of bananas 

exported from the Caribbean:  

 plantation worker; 

 plantation owner;  

 shipper;  

 importer/ripener; and  

 shop.  

 

Using an information card, each group discussed and described their role. We 

told the pupils that each banana costs 30p in the shop and asked them to 

decide how much of the 30p their group deserved. After a few minutes, the 

groups shared their decisions and nominated a spokesperson to explain why 

their group deserved the amount they asked for. The total from all groups came 

to much more than 30p. The groups then nominated a spokesperson to 

negotiate a price until the amount totalled 30p. We then revealed the real 

breakdown of who gets what from the final price, and discussed the fairness of 

it.  

 

Learning intentions 

Pupils were learning to:  

 consider the rights and responsibilities of members of a community;  

 explore human rights and social responsibility; 

 respect the views and opinions of others; and  

 reach agreements using negotiation and compromise. 

 

Resources 

You can download full instructions and resources for this activity from the 
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CAFOD website. 

 

Activity reflection 

Initially, each of the groups felt that they should earn the greatest proportion of 

the banana’s selling price, and so the total from all the groups was more than 

30p. The groups had to renegotiate the proportion of the available money. They 

found it quite difficult to see the other groups’ points of view initially and needed 

some encouragement to put forward calm, well-supported arguments for their 

cause. The teacher had to step in to make sure the children negotiated rather 

than argued. Eventually, the groups came to sensible agreements. Once the 

actual figures were revealed, the children were very surprised and indignant at 

the actual amounts paid to the banana plantation workers in particular. This was 

a great way to help the children gain an insight into issues around Fairtrade and 

allowed them to develop their group-working and negotiation skills. 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/primary/fairtrade/panels/resources-to-download/banana-split-game
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Activity B: Making sandwiches (Year 3) 

This activity was part of the Year 3 theme of earning money. The children 

surveyed staff about their favourite sandwich fillings and took orders from 

them. Pupils discussed the results, calculated the cost of the fillings and 

bread, and considered the profit they required using a price list drawn up by 

the teacher. The children worked in pairs to produce and price sandwiches for 

the teachers, and finally sold the completed sandwiches to the staff.  

 

Learning intentions  

Children were learning to:  

 calculate and compare costs; 

 describe value for money; 

 respect the views and opinions of others; and  

 reach agreements using negotiation and compromise. 

 

Resources 

 Talk Money, Talk Solutions resource   

 bread and a range of sandwich fillings 

 paper plates and utensils 

 clingfilm. 

 

Activity reflection 

This activity resulted in a lot of discussion and negotiation between the pupils 

and allowed them to practise mental maths skills in a meaningful context. The 

children particularly enjoyed producing and selling the sandwiches to the staff, 

which helped motivate them to carry out the mental maths calculations. This 

activity could easily be adapted to the production of other foodstuff, such as 

buns or fruit cups. 

Activity C: Charity tabletop sale (Year 5)      

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/resources/t/genericresource_tcm4495165.asp
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We used Down the Pan by Theresa Breslin to stimulate a discussion of charity 

fundraising. After this, the children decided they would like to hold a sale to 

raise funds to help children affected by the floods in Pakistan. The children 

brought in a wide range of toys, games and books from home for the sale. 

They then formed groups to organise and price the toys. In pricing the items, 

they were asked to take into account the original value, desirability and 

condition of each item. They designed posters to advertise the sale to the 

younger children and displayed these throughout the school. After the sale, 

the children sorted, bagged and counted the money, and calculated the profit 

they had made. They then calculated how many flood relief kits they would be 

able to buy. 

 

Learning intentions 

Children were learning to:  

 develop an awareness of how standards of living vary across the world; 

 understand the impact a small amount of money can have on people 

living in the developing world; and 

 carry out mental calculations involving money. 

 

Resources 

 range of unwanted toys brought in by the children  

 sticky labels 

 money float 

 coin bags from the bank. 

 

Activity reflection 

Having discussed the plight of the children affected by the flood in Pakistan, 

the pupils were very keen to do something practical to help. They worked co-

operatively in groups to sort and price the goods. The actual sale gave them a 

chance to use their mental maths skills in a meaningful context and to handle 

and manage real money. They were amazed by the amount of money they 

managed to raise. We will definitely run this activity again next year. 



Final Edit: 26/11/10 

 

 

Overall Evaluation  

It was very useful to spend time planning the entire week and identifying 

resources and themes for particular year groups. This enabled us to deliver a 

coherent programme of work across all year groups; all teachers were clear 

about their role and gave each class a clear focus for the week. It was 

particularly useful to have assemblies for entire Key Stages at the start of the 

week; these launched the theme and gave a feeling of whole-school unity.  

 

The teachers felt the topic lent itself well to a cross-curricular approach and 

allowed connections between areas of learning to be made. Visitors to the 

school provided an added perspective to the topics. However, we felt that next 

year we should spend more time briefing visitors about the themes and 

language that would be suitable for particular year groups. Children 

throughout the school responded with enthusiasm to whole-school 

competitions and activities. Many parents reported that their children worked 

with a great deal of interest on the homework tasks. 

 

The future 

Now that we have compiled a coherent structure and programme of activities 

for a week-long Money Event, in the coming year we will not need to spend as 

much time on detailed planning. We have archived a file of evidence, including 

samples of work, photographs and lesson evaluations. This event was very 

rewarding for both pupils and teachers, and we will certainly run it again. Next 

year, we hope to make greater use of visitors to the school. 

 

Our Money Event has been a very successful and rewarding project. 
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